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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 09/21/2006; with respect to objection to specification 
regarding the abstract and the objection of claims 9 and 10 have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. 

2. Applicant respectfully submits that the abstract has been amended to avoid such 
phraseology, as suggested by the Examiner. Applicant 

3. Applicants also submit that claims 9 and 10 have been amended to remove 
multiple dependencies to other multiple-dependent claims. 

4. The objection of 09/07/2006 has been withdrawn. 

5. Applicant's arguments regarding claiml have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Rebsdorf 764 discloses a variable speed wind turbine having a converter, wherein the 
frequencies of the fed-in rotor currents are controlled depending on the rotor rotation 
frequency and the fed-in unit is electrically decoupled from the rotor windings in the 
case predetermined variations of the grid voltage amplitude ( see column 9, lines 19-39) 
the rotor current feed-in is resumed after the decoupling caused by the variation of the 
grid voltage amplitude, when the currents generated in the rotor windings by the 
variation have declined to a predetermined value ( see column 10.line 25-40 0 and the 
rotor currents are fed in via a converter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rebsdorf 
US patent 6,566,764. 

Rebsdorf 764 discloses a variable speed wind turbine having a converter providing of 
operating a wind turbine (200, column 8,line 56, Fig.2), wherein rotor (212) windings of 
an induction generator (210, column 8,line 59), which comprises stator coils (213, 
column 9, line 1) coupled to a voltage grid (column 9,line 11), fed with rotor currents by 
a feed-in unit are driven by a rotor of the wind turbine; wherein the frequencies of the 
fed-in rotor currents are controlled depending on the rotor rotation frequency and the 
fed-in unit is electrically decoupled from the rotor windings in the case predetermined 
variations of the grid voltage amplitude ( see column 9, lines 19-39) the rotor current 
feed-in is resumed after the decoupling caused by the variation of the grid voltage 
amplitude, when the currents generated in the rotor windings by the variation have 
declined to a predetermined value ( see column 10.line 25-40 0 and the rotor currents 
are fed in via a converter (151 ,Fig. 1)coupled to the grid voltage, in particular via an 
intermediate DC voltage (152 DC link ) converter with a rotor-sided rotor current 
converter and a grid-sided grid converter ( 1 54, Fig. 1) and during the decoupling the 
rotor windings are short-circuited ( see column 3,line 15-18 ). 

7. New claims fl-1 9 have been add and are supported by specification . 



Application/Control Number: 10/521,614 



Art Unit: 2834 



Page 4 



Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 5-19 are allowed. 

9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

1 0. The prior art of the record in particular Rebsdorf'764 does not teach or suggest a 
supporting structure for a wind turbine comprising: a rotor with at least one rotor blade, 
the rotor being rotatably arranged with regard to a substantially horizontal rotor axis 
including inter alias , an emergency unit which can be operated to electrically decouple 
the feed-in unit from the rotor windings in case of variations of the grid voltage 
amplitude, characterized in that wherein the emergency unit comprises a release 
arrangement for releasing the rotor current feed-in after decoupling, when the currents 
generated in the rotor windings by variation of the grid voltage amplitude triggering the 
decoupling are declined to a predetermined value. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
1 2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Iraj A. Mohandesi whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2028. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Darren Schuberg can be reached on 571-272-2044. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



I Mohandesi March 2,2007 




